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– 40 Years... 
– We are truly blessed...blessed to be here in a place where we began forging lifelong bonds 
– We are held together by these bonds – our love of life, liberty, and service to this nation 
– Today we are also blessed to honor our brothers who have gone before us 
– You know, memory is a golden chain that binds us together until we meet again 
– Sweetest are the memories that never fade! 
 
– Our brothers who have gone before us – each has left a legacy – It may be the lives they 
touched, the inspiration they gave – getting others to think, cry, laugh, or even argue – Maybe 
they are remembered for their smiles – smiles they shared with their closest and dearest – or 
to some stranger who needed it the most. 
 
– Where do we go from here? 
 – We can shed a tear because they are gone – Or we can smile because they lived 
 – We can close our eyes and pray they will return – Or we can open or eyes and see all       
    they have left 
 – We can turn our backs on tomorrow because of yesterday – Or we can be happy for  
    tomorrow because of yesterday 
 – Finally, we can close our minds, be empty and turn our backs – Or we can do what they   
    would want – smile, open our eyes, love, and move forward 
 
Let us pray: 

– Lord, we thank you for the opportunity to just be here...to honor our brothers who have gone 
before us 
– The words written in Psalm 23 tell us about our spiritual roots and destiny as human souls: 
 – "The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; 
  He leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul. Yea though I walk through  
  the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for thou art with me." 
– May our memories of our brothers stay fresh and honorable; full of thanksgiving to The Lord   
   for letting them be part of our lives 
– Lord, be graceful and merciful unto them, and let Your light shine upon them 
– We ask this in Your most holy name...Amen 


