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A Lieutenant Leads the Way
The 148th issue of the Air University

Review has just been published. For
more than thirty years, the lead article
has typically been done by the high and

mighty. Twice, Secretary of Defense
Harold Brown has occupied the lead

position, though not in his present
capacity. An ambassador of the United
States headed the line-up in the July-
August 1977 edition. A congressman
was number one in the March-April
1975. Former Secretaries of the Air
Force have been the point man, also.
Even a foreign ambassador to the
United States supplied the lead in the

September-October 1971 issue.

Twenty-five four star generals, four-
teen doctors of philosophy, eight chiefs
of staff, and one Air Marshal of the
Royal Air Force have also led the

parade. Only once in that long line has
a junior officer made the front rank,
and he was a captain. Now a first
lieutenant, John W. Jenson, of the
341st Strategic Missile Wing at

Malstrom AFB, Montana, has joined
that distinguished company. His
“Nuclear Strategy: Differences in
Soviet and American Thinking,” not

only appeared as the lead article in the
March-April issue of the Review, but
was also chosen by the Air University
Awards Committee to receive the Best
Article Award.

John Jenson, ’75

Lieutenant Jenson, a 1975 Air Force

Academy graduate and the holder of a
master’s degree from the University of
Michigan, argues that the evidence of
the continuing USSR strategic arms

build-up is now too conclusive to ig-
nore. He feels that that build-up is

designed not only to deter war but also
to give the USSR a war fighting
capability. Jenson sees this as

dangerous to the security of the US and
that of the West and holds that there
are a variety of US responses that are
feasible, but identifies three as being
most worthy of consideration. First,
the US could return to a frank reliance
on the assured destruction concept.
Second, she could do a traditional
balance-of-power act with a series of
alliances. Finally, after seeing serious
defects in the former two, he argues
that an effective solution would be to

perfect a powerful nuclear and conven-

tional strategic strike force, protected
from and designed primarily to

neutralize Soviet offensive and conven-
tional forces at the onset of a military
conflict. This, says Jenson, would
enable the US to refuse the USSR its
much desired strategic force superior-
ity, to pose an effective deterrent to the
outbreak of nuclear war, and to insure
the retention of a sufficient force to

preserve something of the US national
interest should deterrence fail.
Lieutenant Jenson concludes that

America’s best hope for both peace
and the preservation of such stability
and freedom as the world now enjoys is
through the maintenance of strategic
arms with a realistic counterforce
capability and the demonstration of
the will to maintain her interests and
those of her allies.
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