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WHO

IS THAT MASKED MAI

By R. Ma

Snoopy? . . . The Red Baron? . . . Lucky
No, no, no. The apparition you have seen is
other than Bedcheck Charlie. Bedcheck Charlie:
haps the most misunderstood ghost of all times,
yet probably the most interesting and colorful fi
in the Academy’s short history. Just who is
masked man with the long white scarf?

No doubt you have noticed ’ol Bedcheck at
time or other. It might have been on top of Mi
Hall as he reviewed the troops before a football g
—checking to make sure the Wing’s spirit was
Perhaps he was atop some other building wat
over a pep rally or team send-off — apart, bul
spirit oozing through the crowd. He must al
make sure that the spirit of the Wing is at its

At football games, Bedcheck really gets to d
thing. The lonely and mysterious figure appears
long white scarf blowing in the wind right bef
opening kickoff and calmly leans against the goal!
letting his compatriots both on and off the field
that he is ready for victory. The rest of the g
Bedcheck will be seen rushing up and down the
Force sideline, pacing to and fro, full of overflo
spirit — encouraging the men on the field an
fans in the stand to obtain the victory. Thoug
speaks no words, his very actions and mannerisms
spirit personified — or more correctly, ghostified

Bedcheck’s wardrode is easily recognized: the
flowing white scarf, the oversized calvary boots
riding breeches, the leather flying jacket with the



lar, the leather helmet and gloves, and his peering
ggles. He fully represents the World War I flyboy.
 course his mere appearance makes this represen-
jon apparent, but even more are his ardor and en-
siasm which were characteristic of our early flyers.
s almost as if one of our comrades from the past
 rejoined us in order to cheer the Falcons on to
lory.

Now that we know a little more about Bedcheck,
gill prove interesting to see where he originated.
spite certain rumors that link him with World War
11 figures, or with a figure from the Korean Con-
, our Bedcheck springs from the pages of a comic
p. During the early 1960’s, George Wunder did
quel about the Air Force Academy in his “Terry
| the Pirates” comic strip.

The melodramatic plot ran something like this: a
ng friend of Terry’s, Bucky Warbow, gains an ap-
ptment to USAFA, then with another Doolie friend,
ley Darby, they get into a bit of trouble with a
tie—Cadet Major Rampart. It seems that Rampy
 being literally chased by a female, Hildy Tome,
) was in search of a husband, and the Doolies
ily offered him some advice. For this breech of
“system”, Rampy gives a difficult task to Bucky
Dudley as punishment — they must start an
emy tradition. As Rampy puts it: “Anything
* massive minds can concoct, gentlemen — just
ong as it’s one that generations of cadets yet un-
1 will cherish!”

Well, as things would have it, Hildy devises a
ne which not only aids the Dools, but also gains
revenge over the Rock—Rampy. Bedcheck Charlie
: the ghost of a World War I pilot who has
med to aid the Fourth Class with its bedtime in-
'ns, giving advance warning of approaching up-
assmen. The whole affair almost backfires as the
arance of the ghost receives nationwide atten-
'— even the Pentagon becomes concerned. An
anation has to be found in order to save the
demy, but Rampy will not put the two doolies
eopardy. Instead, he will sacrifice his career in
r to save them and USAFA.

t really looks bleak until Hildy shows up at the
football game, scares the hell out of the oppo-
s, and the Falcons emerge victorious. Then the
thing is exposed as a manisfestation of spirit—
aving face for everyone. All is resolved, and a
fion is born.

ledcheck did not appear on our campus, however,
11966, when a venerable, bitter, and notorious ’69
| decided that the Academy was in need of the
dly ghost. Consulting with the celestial sphere,
ought "ol Bedcheck to our campus — symbol of
t and truly one of our better traditions. Since
, Bedcheck has had numerous friends who have
ed him along. This ghostly figure will always re-
1 with the Wing, for he has indeed become a dis-
sished tradition at USAFA, and as long as there
vething known as school spirit in our midst, it
be found in its highest form in the lonely yet
nt figure of Bedcheck Charlie. O
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